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I  hope everyone had a great St. 

Patrick's Day celebration.  “May 

your blessings outnumber the shamrocks 

that grow and may trouble avoid you 

where you go!”   

There were 17 members and 11 

guests attending this luncheon of 

delicious food, wonderful camaraderie, 

and great conversation.  Congratulations 

to our own member, Dr. Hal Strunk, for 

an informative and fascinating 

presentation, “The Cold War with 

Russia.”  Everyone enjoyed the speech.  

Also as your registrar, it was a 

pleasure to welcome nine new 

compatriots into the brotherhood of the 

SAR: Kevin Auman, Frank Bernardino, 

David Bromley, Joshua Bromley, Jacob 

Bromley, Jordan Bromley, Jason Bromley, 

Luis Echenique, and Wayne Thomas.  

Our next regular meeting will be 

March 28, at the Old Spaghetti Factory in 

Concord.  There will be a special 

presentation of the SAR Medal of 

Heroism to Jack Farrell, a Life Scout, 

made by Past President and Awards 

Chairman Derek Brown.  

 Also, Derek and Janet Brown, 

Steve and Joy Renouf, and I are planning 

to attend the CASSAR Annual Meeting 

April 17 and 18 at the Windham Irvine 

Hotel, hosted by the Orange County 

Chapter. 

  — Don Gurley, President 

President’s Notes 
New Members Wayne Thomas, David Bromley & Kevin Auman 



 United States, Great Britain, France, 

and Western Europe – on the other 

side.  It was a time of Mutually 

Assured Destruction, spy and 

counter-spy, defectors and double 

agents, and heroes and traitors.  It 

was a war of stealth under the sea 

with submarines, and a time of red 

phones, posturing and bluff.  The 

prospect of a mistake touching off a 

nuclear war was real.  There was the 

Distant Early Warning (DEW) line of 

radar installations across the Arctic 

Circle that would give a few minutes 

warning of incoming Soviet 

Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles, 

and the US Air Force silos deep 

underground in North Dakota that 

would fire our ICBMs in retaliation.  

Many people built bomb shelters in 

their back yards.   

 Hal said the origins of the 

Cold War go back to World War II.  

The Soviet Union, initially Hitler’s 

ally with the Molotov-Ribbentrop 

Pact in August 1939, was attacked 

by Hitler in Operation Barbarossa in 

June 1941.  Once Japan attacked 

Pearl Harbor, the United States 

entered the war against Germany, 

and became allied with the Soviet 

Union against Nazi Germany.  The 

United States and Soviet Union were 

temporarily united against a 

common enemy, but never trusted 

one another.  In 1945, Nazi Germany 

was defeated, and the war ended.  

However, when the Red Army 

“liberated” the German stalags in 

the East, they were loading 

American and British POWs on trains 

bound for the gulags of the Soviet 

Union.  They took more than 25,000 

Americans to disappear in Soviet 

labor camps.  They already had as 

many as a million German POWs 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter had 28 members 

and guests at its February 28, 2015 

meeting at the Old Spaghetti Factory 

in Concord, California.  President 

Don Gurley called the meeting to 

order, and introduced former Vice 

President General Bob Ebert; 

California CAR Senior President Holly 

Stover; guest speaker Harold K. 

Strunk; new members Kevin Auman, 

David Bromley, and Wayne Thomas; 

and guest Captain Bob Steuben, USN 

(Ret).  The DAR ladies introduced 

themselves. 

President Gurley inducted 

new members Kevin Auman, David 

Bromley, and Wayne Thomas into 

the Sons of the American 

Revolution, and Harold Strunk 

pinned the SAR rosette on the new 

compatriots.  Kevin Auman and 

David Bromley descend from Private 

Ebenezer Choate (1765-1852), a 

soldier in Col. John Greaton and 

Jackson’s Regiment, Massachusetts 

Line.  Wayne Thomas descends from 

Private Joseph McCormick (1744-

1840), a soldier in Georgia.   

 Following lunch, President 

Gurley introduced Captain Harold K. 

“Hal” Strunk, US Navy (Ret).  Hal 

spoke on “The Cold War: What was 

it, when was it, and what was it all 

about?”  He said the Cold War 

officially began in 1946, but actually 

it began long before that. The 

players in the Cold War were the 

Soviet Union, communist Eastern 

Europe, and Communist China on 

one side, and the free world – the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter 
Officers for 2015 

 
Donald H. Gurley, President 

2921 Encina Camino 
Walnut Creek, CA  94598-3503 

(925) 943-1960 
Registrar@TJSAR.org 

 
Stephen R. Renouf, Vice President 

/Secretary/Editor 
16123 Paseo del Campo 

San Lorenzo, CA  94580-2311 
(510) 276-8946 

Secretary@TJSAR.org 

 
William E. Rood, Treasurer 

2107 Dunblane Court 
Walnut Creek, CA  94598-3325 

(925) 937-8659 
Treasurer@TJSAR.org 

 
Donald H. Gurley, Registrar 

/ Membership Chairman 
2921 Encina Camino 

Walnut Creek, CA  94598-3503 
(925) 943-1960 

Registrar@TJSAR.org 

 
Charles E. Doolin, Chaplain  
  1700 Broadway Street #132 

Concord, CA  94520-2609 
(925) 228-3494 

 
Ryan T. Prindiville, Historian  

  20 Saint Tropez Court 
Danville, CA  94506-6161 

(925) 408-2176 
ryanprindiville@gmail.com 

 
Jeffrey Brown, Eagle Scout  

Chairman/Sergeant at Arms 
5747 Amaranth Place 

Concord, CA  94521-4837 
(925) 360-3647 

dandjbrown@yahoo.com 
 

Stan Hazlak, Knight Essay Chairman 
1811 Canyon Drive 

Pinole, CA  94564-2141 
(925) 383-2678 

Stan.hazlak@msn.com 
 

Derek Brown, Past President 
/Awards Chairman 
5747 Amaranth Place 

Concord, CA  94521-4837 
(925) 672-2055 

dptydeke@yahoo.com 

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman is 
the official newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson 
Chapter, California Society Sons of the 
American Revolution.  The opinions 
expressed herein are the opinions of the 
authors, and not necessarily those of the 
Chapter or the SAR, unless specifically stated. 

CIVIS AMERICANUS SUM 

Secretary’s  Notes 



who would be worked to death 

cutting timber, and mining coal and 

uranium in Siberia.   

 President Truman closed 

down the wartime Office of Strategic 

Services (OSS), and formed the 

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) to 

replace it.  Britain had their wartime 

Special Operations Executive, and 

their duties were transferred to MI-

5, which was internal (like our FBI), 

and to MI-6, which was for external 

operations (like our CIA).  The Soviet 

Union formed the NKVD (the secret 

police within the USSR), and the KGB 

(Committee for State Security), 

which had no geographical 

boundaries.  During the Cold War, 

the CIA and the KGB operated in 

opposition to each other – each 

wanted to know what the other one 

knew.  In the United States, we had 

a very active Communist Party USA.  

Their members dated back to the 

1930s and included three of 

President Roosevelt’s closest 

advisors – Harry Hopkins, Harry 

Dexter White, and Alger Hiss.  Hiss 

was later sent to prison for 

espionage.  Ethel and Julius 

Rosenberg were spies, and they 

were apprehended by the FBI and 

executed. 

 Hal said this period of silent 

conflict gave rise to some great 

authors of spy thrillers – Ian 

Fleming, Graham Greene, John le 

Carré, Frederick Forsythe, Joseph 

Conrad, and Len Deighton.  People 

have long been fascinated by spy 

stories, but in the real world of 

espionage, no quarter is asked and 

none given – your first mistake 

would likely be your last.  In January 

1968, Soviet submarine K-129 left 

the Soviet Union on a secret mission 

starving to death – to them, grass is 

a vegetable. 

 The Soviet Union backed the 

Communist North Vietnamese 

government, and the United States 

backed the South Vietnamese 

government.   Tet was disaster for 

the North, and with President 

Johnson ordering the bombing of 

Hanoi and Haiphong harbor, the 

North was ready to come to the 

negotiating table.  The politicians 

arranged for an end to the war in 

1973, and the US removed its troops 

from Vietnam.  However, the 

Russians kept supplying the North 

Vietnamese with rice and bullets, 

and our Congress left the South 

Vietnamese to fend for themselves.  

The North Vietnamese continued 

the war, and without United States 

support, the South Vietnamese 

government fell in 1975.  So it 

wasn’t our troops that lost the 

Vietnam War, it was our elected 

representatives in Congress. 

 Hal said the United States 

with eleven mystery agents on 

board.  This was at the height of the 

Soviet-Communist Chinese rivalry.  

The mission was to fire a nuclear 

missile at Pearl Harbor, and have the 

submarine mimic a Chinese 

submarine in the hopes that the 

United States would believe we 

were attacked by China, and 

retaliate by firing nuclear missiles at 

Red China.  Fortunately, when the 

missile was fired, it exploded in the 

tube and sank the submarine.  This 

explosion was observed by one of 

our satellites, so the US knew where 

the submarine sank.  The US 

contracted with Howard Hughes to 

recover the Soviet submarine.  The 

cover story was Hughes was using 

his ship to harvest manganese 

nodules from the ocean floor.  A 

hole was cut in Hughes’ GloMar 

Explorer’s hull, a cable was lowered 

three miles to the wreck, and they 

secretly raised the submarine.  They 

found that the eleven agents had 

locked the submarine’s crew in the 

forward torpedo room, and the 

agents blew themselves up trying to 

launch the nuclear missiles. 

 During the Cold War, the 

United States and the Soviet Union 

fought proxy wars.  The Soviet Union 

and Red China backed North Korea, 

while the United States backed 

South Korea – resulting in a 

stalemate and a division of the 

Korean peninsula at the 38th 

Parallel.  South Korea has a booming 

economy today and 38,000 of our 

troops remain there to keep the 

North Koreans in the north.  North 

Korea is a disaster and its people are 
Dr. Hal Strunk 



would get even with the Soviets in 

Afghanistan.  The Russian Army 

invaded Afghanistan in December 

1979.  For nearly ten years, the 

Russian Air Force mauled the Afghan 

fighters, the mujahedeen.  It was 

then that Congressman Charlie 

Wilson found a way to arm the 

fighters with Stinger shoulder-fired 

missiles, to help even the score.  The 

US, the Saudis and others supplied 

the Afghan rebels through Pakistan, 

and eventually the tide turned.  The 

Russian Army left Afghanistan by 

February 1989.  The Russians then 

got even with Pakistan and the 

United States by murdering 

Pakistani President Muhammad Zia 

ul Haq and the US Ambassador in a 

plane crash.  The pilot and co-pilot 

controls were painted with a 

chemical that caused the pilots to 

become disoriented and crash. 

 During the period of 

decolonization in Africa, the Soviets 

began a series of proxy wars to 

assist independence movements in 

European colonies, and ensure that 

they would have control of the post-

colonial governments.  The Soviets 

and Belgians clashed in the mineral-

rich former Belgian Congo, backing 

rival rebel parties.  In Portuguese 

Angola, the Russians poured billions 

of dollars to back the Marxist-

Communist front, the Popular 

Movement for the Liberation of 

Angola.  They also imported about 

40,000 soldiers from Communist 

Cuba.  The CIA moved in to back the 

National Union for the Total 

Independence of Angola, or UNITA, 

led by Jonas Savimbi.  The proxy civil 

war lasted for twenty seven years.   

 Spying became very 

sophisticated during the Cold War.  

government of Fidel Castro.  

President Eisenhower invoked the 

Monroe Doctrine, and tasked the 

CIA with recruiting Cubans who fled 

Castro’s tyranny to plan for an 

invasion to liberate the island from 

the Communists.  The invasion was 

planned for 1961, after Eisenhower 

left the White House.  New 

President Kennedy refused to give 

the Cuban invasion air cover, so it 

ended in a colossal mess at the Bay 

of Pigs – 118 Cuban exiles were 

killed, 1,200 were captured, and 

many were summarily executed.  

The Soviets were emboldened, and 

agreed to prop up the stagnant 

Communist economy in Cuba in 

exchange for installing missiles that 

could easily hit targets in the United 

States.  The US discovered what the 

Soviets were doing in Cuba, which 

led to the Cuban Missile Crisis.  

Kennedy faced down Khrushchev, 

and forced him to remove the 

missiles.  What was not known at 

the time was Kennedy agreed to 

remove US missiles from Turkey.  

The Communist Cubans later 

intervened in Bolivia to back 

Communist rebels.  Che Guevara, 

the brutal mass murderer from 

Cuba, was sent to bring Communist 

terror to Bolivia.  US Army Special 

Forces and the Bolivia military 

hunted him down, and turned the 

tables on him – the executioner was 

executed. 

 At the end of World War II, 

there was a competition between 

the West and the Soviets for control 

of Nazi scientists.  Operation 

Paperclip brought many German 

scientists to the United States, and 

covered their ties to the Nazis. 

Werner von Braun, who could have 

In 1946, Russian schoolchildren met 

with our Ambassador Averill 

Harriman and presented him a 

beautiful wooden copy of the Great 

Seal of the US.  He hung it in his 

office at his residence, Spaso House.  

Then eight years later a technician 

swept his residence for bugs and 

found a very sophisticated one 

embedded in the Great Seal.  It 

required no batteries or servicing, 

and could be awakened by a signal 

sent from a van parked out of sight.  

There was no telling what the 

Russians had learned over the years.  

Beginning in the 1960s, the Russians 

bombarded our embassy in Moscow 

with microwaves, probably to read 

the vibrations of the windows when 

someone was talking.  Two of our 

ambassadors, Llewellyn Thompson 

and Charles “Chip” Bohlen, died of 

cancer.  Ambassador Walter Stoessel 

suffered severe headaches and 

bleeding from the eyes and later 

died of leukemia.  In 1969, President 

Nixon signed an agreement with the 

Russians that would give us a 

modern embassy in Moscow and the 

Russians would have one in 

Washington, DC.  Naively, the US 

agreed to have the embassy in 

Moscow built by Russian 

contractors.  Concrete slabs were 

poured offsite and hauled to the 

construction site.  When finished, it 

wasn’t long before it was discovered 

that hundreds of bugging devices 

had been installed and no area of 

the embassy was clean, so today it 

stands empty and unused. 

 The Soviets intervened in 

Cuba and backed the Communist 



been hanged as a war criminal for 

launching V-2 rockets at London, 

was brought to Redstone Arsenal 

and ultimately made the director.  

Dr. Erich von Traube, who was 

Hitler’s head of biological warfare at 

Insel Reims in the Baltic, bought his 

tick collection with him to the US 

biological laboratory on Plum Island, 

and now we have Lyme disease.

 After World War II, the 

Soviets built a wall dividing West 

Berlin from East Berlin, and cut off 

supplies in the hopes of forcing the 

West to abandon Berlin.  The US 

responded with the Berlin Airlift, 

and defied the Soviets by flying in 

Brit, Alex Chapman (and divorced 

him four years later) – probably to 

gain a UK passport.  They were all 

taken to Vienna and swapped for a 

few people we wanted that the 

Russians were holding.  In the old 

days of the Soviet Union, the ten 

would likely have been shot, but 

who could shoot the beautiful Anna?  

Hal did not know the fate of the 

other nine, but he said Anna has 

become a television personality and 

cover girl.  President Gurley 

presented Hal Strunk with the SAR 

Certificate of Appreciation for his 

informative lecture. 

President Gurley presented 

an SAR certificate of appreciation for 

Terry Stover (Chapter CAR Liaison), 

picked up by Holly Stover on behalf 

of Terry.  He also presented an SAR 

certificate of appreciation to Stan 

Hazlak for chairing the Chapter 

Knight Essay Contest.  Janet Brown 

spoke to the chapter about the SAR 

Ladies Auxiliary.    

Awards Chairman Derek 

Brown announced that there have 

been 9 Eagle Scout Award 

presentations, and there are 6 

ROTC / JROTC presentations 

upcoming over the next few months.  

The chapter has an SAR Brochure 

Contest contestant that will be 

forwarded to CASSAR in mid-March.  

President Gurley announced that 

the CASSAR Annual Meeting will be 

held on April 17-18 in Irvine, 

California, at the Wyndham Hotel.  

The 125th SAR Annual Congress will 

be held in Louisville, Kentucky – and 

it will be a great opportunity to visit 

the SAR Headquarters and see the 

new SAR Library and future SAR 

Museum.   

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary 

thousands of loads of food and coal.  

The Soviets eventually relented, but 

the Berlin Wall stood, and the Soviet 

world was fenced, mined, and 

guarded, and anyone trying to 

escape was shot.  The Soviet-

dominated Eastern Europe remained 

an economic disaster until Mikhail 

Gorbachev came to power speaking 

of glasnost (“openness” and 

“transparency”) and perestroika 

(“restructuring”).  President Ronald 

Reagan, the foremost Cold Warrior, 

saw an opportunity, and on June 12, 

1987, he stood in front of the 

Brandenburg Gate in Berlin and 

made his famous demand, “Mister 

Gorbachev, tear down this wall!”  

And he did.  Gorbachev was 

captured during a coup attempt in 

1991, and Boris Yeltsin defied the 

plotters, and swayed public opinion 

to him, ending the coup.  By the end 

of 1991, the presidents of the Soviet 

Republics of Russia (Boris Yeltsin), 

Ukraine (Leonid Kravchuk) and 

Belarus (Stanislav Shushkevich) 

dissolved the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics and replaced it 

with the Commonwealth of 

Independent States.  In 1999, Boris 

Yeltsin resigned and was replaced by 

Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, who 

wants to restore the old Soviet 

Union to the old boundaries.  Time 

will tell. 

 Despite the fall of the Soviet 

Union, the spying goes on.  In June 

2010, the FBI nabbed ten Russian 

deep cover agents in New York City, 

which included the lovely and  

infamous Anna Kushchyenko, AKA 

Anna Chapman.   She had married a 
Stan Hazlak receives Certificate 

April Meeting 



T he NSSAR Spring Leadership 

Meeting was held at the 

Brown Hotel in Louisville, Kentucky 

on March 6-7, 2015.  The Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter was represented 

by NSSAR Vice President General - 

Western District Stephen Renouf, 

and Past President Derek Brown. 

On Friday, the national 

committees met at the Brown 

Hotel.  In the morning, VPG Renouf 

chaired the Medals & Awards 

Committee.  The committee voted 

unanimously to change the rules for 

the Silver Council of State Presidents 

Medal to require attending 4 

meetings of the council (an increase 

from present 2 meetings).  The 

committee voted unanimously to 

modify the rules for the Bronze 

Good Citizenship Medal with regards 

to Navy Sea Cadet Corps.  The medal 

would NOT be authorized for the 

Navy League Cadet Corp (cadets 

aged 9-13).  A Navy Sea Cadet would 

need to be in the next to last year or 

last year in the program, and have 

attained the rank of petty officer 

second class or higher.  The 

committee voted unanimously to 

create the Hospitality Award for the 

PG to present to ladies who assist 

him during his term (similar to aide 

de camp pin), the 2016 Congress 

Medal proposed by the 

Massachusetts Society, the Kentucky 

Society’s Isaac Shelby Centurion 

Award to recognize the service of 

SAR Members to the Kentucky 

Society, the Southern District SAR 

Membership Medal available to all 

members of the AL, LA, MS, and TN 

state societies, and the Washington 

Society’s Superior Service Medal to 

facts on SAR applications.  Earlier 

DAR or CAR record copies will be 

accepted as evidence only for 

corresponding facts that have 

verification marks.  Now that this 

has been done, they may have to 

revisit the SAR grandfather clause 

and adopt a similar policy.  The 

policy does not apply to portions of 

DAR or CAR applications that have 

been determined as incorrect by 

DAR, CAR, or the SAR Genealogist 

General.  The Committee also voted 

to revise Policy 2005-03 to no longer 

require a long-form birth certificate 

for the applicant.   

President Jim Faulkinbury 

attended the Patriot Biographies 

Committee.  The States and 

Chapters with 20% participation by 

June 1, 2015 will receive a 

streamer.  Submit your biographies 

to PatriotBios@sar.org.  

On Saturday morning, the 

the trustees and members of the 

SAR were shuttled to the SAR 

Headquarters building for the 

Trustees Meeting.  The main topic of 

the trustees meeting was the SAR 

Museum and Educational Outreach 

Center, so it was decided to hold the 

meeting in the partially finished area 

where the museum would be 

located.  The trustees were able to 

see the building and visualize the 

space.  A panel discussion was held 

with Dan Preston from Architection, 

Leo Post from AL Post Construction, 

John Murphy from SolidLight (the 

company that will plan and execute 

the SAR Museum), Chairman Bill 

Stone of the Ad Hoc Committee, and 

President Sam Powell of the SAR 

Foundation.  Each representative 

gave a presentation on their part of 

the project, and took questions. 

recognize continuous exceptional 

service to the Washington Society.  

The committee voted that the 

National Defense Service Medal was 

not considered a campaign medal 

for purposes of qualifying for the 

War Service Medal.  The committee 

went into executive session to 

discuss proposals for the SAR Gold 

Good Citizenship Medal, and voted 

unanimously to approve awarding 

the medal to General Michael V. 

Hayden (proposed by the DC 

Society), and President General 

Lindsey C. Brock (proposed by the 

Executive Committee).   

VPG Renouf attended the 

NSSAR Congress Planning 

Committee.  CASSAR Congress 

Planning Chairman Dodd spoke on 

the hotels that are going to be 

reviewed by Paul Callanan in a 

couple weeks in Orange County and 

San Diego as possible sites for the 

2019 Congress in California.  Other 

chairmen spoke about the 2016 

Congress in Boston (MA), the 2017 

Congress in Knoxville (TN), and the 

2018 Congress in Houston (TX).  For 

the upcoming Louisville Congress in 

2015, there will be an outing to 

Churchill Downs on the Friday 

preceding congress. The Saturday 

tour will feature George Rogers 

Clark, and the Wednesday tour will 

be to the Kentucky horse park.   

President Jim Faulkinbury 

chaired the Genealogy Committee.  

The committee approved a revision 

of Policy 2011-06 to accept DAR or 

CAR Record Copies approved after 

January 1, 1985, as evidence of 

corresponding lineage and related 

Leadership Meeting 



                       Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA  94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

             

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

             

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

MARCH 2015 

Deadline: 24 March 2015 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna 

$20 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, 28 March 2015 

 

Programme:  

SAR Medal of Heroism.  Awards Chairman Derek Brown will present the SAR Medal of 
Heroism to Boy Scout Jack Farrell.  Last year, Jack saved an unconscious fellow Boy Scout 
from drowning in the Stanislaus River.  Come join us for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

Quote of the Month 
“General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if 
you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization, come here 
to this gate. Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate. Mr. 
Gorbachev, tear down this wall!” 

  — President Ronald Reagan, 1987 
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